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SUBJECT: STATEMENT BEPORE HIRC 

1. WIRELESS PILE JUNE 13 WILL CARRY TEXT OP STATEMENT 

I WILL BE MAKING JUNE 12 BEPORE HAMILTON SUBCOMMITTEE OP 
THE HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE ON THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND WESTERN EUROPE AS PART OP ITS ANNUAL REVIEW OF 
THE MIDDLE EAST. 

2. FYI. THIS STATEMENT WAS CAREFULLY DESIGNED TO CRYSTAL- 
LIZE CONSENSUS VIEW OF THE MIDDLE EAST WITHIN THE USG AND 
WAS CLEARED WITH THE MAJOR INTERESTED DEPARTMENTS AS WELL 
AS AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS WITHIN STATE DEPARTMENT. WHILE 
THIS STATEMENT WAS DRAFTED IN RESPONSE TO SUBCOMMITTEE'S 
REQUEST POR TESTIMONY, NEA UNDERTOOK THIS INTENSIVE EXER- 
CISE WITH A VIEW TO UNDERSTANDING POUNDATION ON WHICH 
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POLICY TOWARD THE MIDDLE EAST RESTS AND ASSURING THAT ALL 
INVOLVED DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES ARE WORKING FROM A COMMON 
PERCEPTION OP OUR INTERESTS. RECENT DEBATE IN THE CONGRESS 
OVER AIRCRAPT SALES SUGGESTED DESIRABILITY OP HAVING SOME 
SUCH COMPREHENSIVE STATEMENT AS A BASIS POR PUTURE DIS- 
CUSSION AND DEBATE. 
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3. OUR PURPOSE IN WRITING THIS DOCUMENT WAS NOT TO BREAK 

GROUND WITH NEW POLICY BUT RATHER TO ARTICULATE EXIST- 
ING PERCEPTIONS AND PREMISES WHICH UNDERLIE OUR PRESENT 
POSTURE TOWARD THE MIDDLE EAST. AS YOU WILL SEE, A 
CENTRAL POINT IS THAT OUR OBJECTIVE IS TO DESIGN A POLICY 
WHICH ENCOMPASSES ALL OF OUR INTERESTS AND THE WELL- 
BEING OF OUR FRIENDS IN THE MIDDLE EAST. IT IS INTENDED 
AS A DOCUMENT FOR BRINGING AMERICANS TOGETHER IN A CON- 
SENSUS ON POLICY TOWARD THE MIDDLE EAST. END FYI. 

4. YOU SHOULD, THEREFORE, DRAW ON THE FLAVOR OF FYI 
PARAGRAPH ABOVE TO ESTABLISH THAT THIS STATEMENT WAS 
WRITTEN IN RESPONSE TO A CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE'S DESIRE 
TO HOLD ITS ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND U.S. POLICY TOWARD THAT AREA. 

VANCE 
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